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'Where?"
"On this side of the Pacific Ocean, including China, Don't you
know, last year a rumor was prevalent that the United States and the
late Empress Dowager Tsu Tsi had concluded an alliance?"
"Genro Ito, I'm more interested in President Roosevelt's new eco-
nomic policies, breaking up big monopolies and—"
"Don't you ever let such a misleading ideal for our country grow
in your head. You are susceptible to that sort of thing. We must
keep our common people as they are—contented—as long as possible.
That's our national strength."
Saionji shrugged his shoulders. With a smile he asked: "By the
way, Genro, is this scheme about China your idea; did you think it
out?"
"Why do you ask such an insulting question? You've got a hang-
over from drinking. You can't think straight—but just a second, I have
to go to the water closet."
When the host staggered back, Saionji was shaking his head. "Huh,
my head is heavy, all right."
Genro Ito resumed: "I have had that scheme in mind for some time
and then that Goto Shimpei, that conceited fellow you appointed
President of the South Manchurian Railways and who's now Kat-
sura's Communications Minister, urged me to do something."
"Huh, I think Goto is one of the most enterprising and courageous
men we have."
"He did not ask my approval before accepting the post. He dared
to slight a Genro."
A faint smile quivered on Saionji's face.
Ito's servant returned
"Oh, bring & couple of jugs of hot sake!"
"Sir, here are many visiting-cards left by people who were here
during your nap."
"Ah, leave them and bring hot sake first. If we take a little hot
stuff to counteract the hang-over, we'll feel better, eh, Saionji-san?n
"Huh, I'll take just a bit to warm up my system."	;
"Well, well. Oh, speaking of Goto, don't let him sway you with
his big talk on 'Great Asia Principles.' I warned him on that TThat
will irritate other Oriental peoples and create misundexstaiidangs with
the Western Powers. Even without that,as a pretest somejwHtidums
in America, for instance, are already making a lot of fiiss abbut our

